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THE SETTING

THE ARTISTIC EXPERIENCE
Perform International is excited to present the 2019 Rome Choral Festival 
under the artistic direction of Dr. Leo H. Davis Jr. As a musician, conductor, 
instructor, and visionary leader in his field, Dr. Davis has earned enormous 
respect as an artist for all seasons. His expertise ranges from the spiritual 
masterpieces of Moses G. Hogan to the classical treasures of Beethoven. 
Your choir will rehearse with Leo Davis and perform a gala concert at the 
Basilica of St. Maria degli Angeli. Additionally, you will have the honor of 
singing during Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican. This choral festival 
set in Rome offers singers the chance to perform an exciting repertoire of 
choral music with new friends from other participating choirs - all in one of 
the most beautiful cities in the world.

ROME, ITALY
Rome is a perfect setting for a choral festival because of its rich musical and 
artistic culture. Through the ages Rome has played a major role in Western 
art and examples of its architectural grandeur are visible everywhere you 
look. Music has also historically been one of the cultural markers of Italian 
national and ethnic identity and holds an important position in society and 
in politics. This festival offers an opportunity to perform in the heart of this 
rich musical culture and to visit the iconic historic sites of Rome.

THE ORGANIZERS :: Perform International

“Building Bridges and Transforming Lives through the Power of Music”
Boldly informed by the belief that music inherently speaks as an expression of the 
human spirit beyond borders and in all cultures, Perform International seeks to empower music directors and 
ensembles to realize meaningful and life-changing immersion experiences and performances around the world.
• We empower music directors, music ensembles and individual musicians to share and grow in their artistic 

expression and understanding of people and cultures. 
• We design and create rewarding performances as well as educational and cultural immersion opportunities 

by building and maintaining relationships with domestic and international musicians and music education 
organizations.

• We partner with concert venues, publicity teams, airlines, hotels, and tour guides to plan and implement 
operational methods that enhance rather than distract from the artistic experience. 

• We provide meaningful and life-changing performance tour experiences that are personal, thoughtful, and 
efficient in the processes of conceptual artistic and educational development.



FACULTY
DR. LEO H. DAVIS, JR :: Artistic Director
As a  musician, conductor, instructor, and visionary leader in his field, Leo has earned 
enormous respect as an artist for all seasons. His expertise ranges from the spiritual 
masterpieces of Moses G. Hogan to the classical treasures of Beethoven. Moreover, his 
music can usher an audience through centuries of praise and worship while inspiring them 
to raise their hands and touch the face of God here and now.
A native of Chicago, Illinois, Leo embraced the rich musical heritage of his family and began 
piano lessons at an early age. Today, his music credentials include a Doctor of Musical Arts Degree in church 
music and conducting from the University of Memphis; a Master of Music in organ performance from the 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell, Massachusetts; a Certificate from the Royal School of Church Music, 
Croydon, England; and a Bachelor of Music Degree from Roosevelt University, Chicago, Illinois.
Since 1989, Leo has served as Minister of Music at the Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Memphis, TN. Under his direction, the Mississippi Boulevard Music Department has acquired an 
international reputation for musical excellence and versatility in worship and performance. Leo’s numerous 
accomplishments include co-production and project management of the Sanctuary Choir’s CD titled Live at 
The Boulevard featuring the expansive music ministry of Mississippi Boulevard and the Memphis Symphony 
Orchestra Brass and Percussion sections. He is also the producer of a single CD titled God Is Able.
His list of special projects include serving as the Executive Producer and Musical Director of the Mississippi 
Boulevard Music Department’s Annual Christmas Celebration Concert in collaboration with the Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra; Artistic Director and Producer of the Umoja Celebration, a Broadway-like cultural 
production that chronicles the journey from Africa to America; and Guest Conductor and Chorus Master of 
the Memphis Symphony Orchestra’s Sounds of Celebration Concert. In 2014, Leo will serve as the Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra’s Chorus Master for the Rebirth of the Dream Concert. In addition, services as the Musical 
Director for Children’s Sing Productions, which has helped produce tributes to Richard Smallwood, the Hawkins 
family and featured artists such as Chrisette Michelle and Jonathan McReynolds.



FESTIVAL TOUR ITINERARY

Saturday, July 6, 2019 – DEPARTURE USA
USA to Rome, Italy.

Sunday, July 7, 2019 – ARRIVAL ROME
Choirs arrive in Rome and transfer to the hotel. Time permitting, panoramic Rome 
sightseeing. Evening welcome dinner & overnight.

Monday, July 8, 2019 – ANCIENT ROME 
Start the day with a 1st rehearsal followed by a half day guided city sightseeing incl. a 
visit to the Coliseum. Afternoon or evening rehearsal. Dinner & overnight Rome.

Tuesday, July 9, 2019 – THE VATICAN
Morning guided tour of the Vatican Museum & St. Peter’s Basilica. In the afternoon sing 
during Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica. Evening rehearsal.

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 – GALA CONCERT
Enjoy a free morning to explore Rome on your own. Early afternoon dress rehearsal 
followed by dinner. Evening Gala Concert.

Thursday, July 11, 2019 – START POST FESTIVAL TOUR PROGRAMS 
Transfer to the airport for return flight home or post festival excursions.
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POST FESTIVAL TOUR PROGRAMS

TOUR B - July 11-13, 2019 - Extension to Florence
Leaving Rome, transfer north into Italy’s Tuscany region. En-route stop in Assisi to 
explore this hill-town village and visit the famous St. Francis of Assisi Basilica. In 
Florence visit the Academia with the Statue of David as well as the magnificent Duomo. 
Return to Rome for a last overnight prior to flying back to the U.S.*

TOUR C - July 11-14, 2019 - Extension to Florence and Venice
Driving north into Tuscany, visit St. Francis Basilica in Assisi before arriving in Florence. 
A city tour of Florence includes stops at the Academia with the Statue of David as well 
as the magnificent Duomo. After a night in Florence continue to Venice for the last two 
nights in Italy. Visits include the Doge’s Palace and St. Mark’s Basilica.*

*Individual performances during the post festival tours are available.


