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THE SETTING

THE ARTISTIC EXPERIENCE 
Carmina Burana, one of the most beloved major choral works in history, is a choral 
cantata composed in 1935 and 1936 by Carl Orff, based on 24 poems from the 
medieval collection of the same name. It was first performed in Frankfurt in 1937. 
The work is equal parts bombastic and sublime; the chorus guides the audience 
on a journey around fortune’s wheel - through the beauty of love, the lechery of 
drunkenness and the rebirth of Spring. The first and last movements of the piece 
are called “Fortuna Imperatrix Mundi” (“Fortune, Empress of the World”) and start 
(and end) with the very well known “O Fortuna.” One of the most famous works of 
the twentieth century - Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana is great for schools and amateur 
performances. The edition performed in Amsterdam is scored for two pianos, 
percussion, and SSATBB choir. 

THE ORGANIZERS :: Perform International

“Building Bridges and Transforming Lives through the Power of Music”
Boldly informed by the belief that music inherently speaks as an expression of the 
human spirit beyond borders and in all cultures, Perform International seeks to 
empower music directors and ensembles to realize meaningful and life-changing 
immersion experiences and performances around the world.
• We empower music directors, music ensembles and individual musicians to share and grow in their artistic 

expression and understanding of people and cultures. 
• We design and create rewarding performances as well as educational and cultural immersion opportunities 

by building and maintaining relationships with domestic and international musicians and music education 
organizations.

• We partner with concert venues, publicity teams, airlines, hotels, and tour guides to plan and implement 
operational methods that enhance rather than distract from the artistic experience. 

• We provide meaningful and life-changing performance tour experiences that are personal, thoughtful, and 
efficient in the processes of conceptual artistic and educational development.

AMSTERDAM
Amsterdam is the capital city and most populous municipality of the Netherlands. 
Its name derives from Amstelredamme, indicative of the city’s origin around a dam 
in the river Amstel. Originating as a small fishing village in the late 12th century, 
Amsterdam became one of the most important ports in the world during the Dutch 
Golden Age. The magnificent and scenic 17th century canals of Amsterdam and the 
19–20th century Defense Line are on the UNESCO World Heritage List. Renowned 
for its beauty, cuisine, art museums, cultural events and bicycle friendly atmosphere, 
Amsterdam is one of the most visited destinations in all of Europe. 



ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

DR. JONATHAN TALBERG :: Artistic Director & Conductor
Recipient of the President’s Award from the California Music Educators Association 
honoring “extraordinary accomplishments in music education,” Dr. Jonathan Talberg serves 
as Director of Choral, Vocal, and Opera Studies at the Bob Cole Conservatory, where he 
is conductor of the international award-winning Bob Cole Conservatory Chamber Choir. 
Recent career highlights include leading the Chamber Choir to first place awards at the 
Spittal International Choir Festival in 2017 and the “Choir of the World” competition in 
Wales in 2016. Additionally, he and the choir have performed with groups as diverse as the Kronos Quartet, 
the Los Angeles Master Chorale, the Pacific Symphony and the Rolling Stones.
A passionate advocate for choral music education, Dr. Talberg is regularly engaged to conduct honor choirs 
across the US, including numerous all-state choruses, and the National Association for Music Education 
conference choirs. His choirs from Long Beach State have performed in venues throughout Europe and Asia, 
including the Sistine Chapel, St. Peter’s, and the Great Hall of the People in China.
His professional experience includes appointments as Director of Music at the First Congregational Church 
of Los Angeles and the Los Angeles Bach Festival. He also served as Conducting Assistant to the Cincinnati 
Symphony and the Aspen Music Festival and as principal choral conductor at Arrowbear Music Camp in 
Southern California. A past-president of the California Choral Directors Association, he also serves as an editor 
at Pavane Music Publishing, where a choral series dedicated to outstanding quality, collegiate-level music is 
published under his name.
Of the many hats he wears each day, the one he is most proud of is mentor to the next generation of choral 
musicians. Alumni of the Bob Cole Conservatory Choral Studies program are teaching at elementary, middle 
and high schools, churches, community colleges and four-year universities throughout the country. Scores of 
alumni are professional singers—in opera, musical theater, choirs, church music, jazz and pop. Recent Bob 
Cole Conservatory graduates are currently earning—or have finished—their doctorates in choral music at the 
University of Michigan, the College-Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincinnati, Indiana University, 
the University of Kentucky, the University of Iowa, and the University of Southern California.
Dr. Talberg received his BM in Choral Conducting from Chapman University, where he received the Outstanding 
Alumnus in the Arts award in 2014. He earned his MM and DMA in Choral Conducting from the University 
of Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music and completed a post-doctoral fellowship with the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Pops, and the May Festival Chorus. His conducting teachers include Roger 
Wagner, William Hall, Earl Rivers, John Leman and Elmer Thomas.



TOUR ITINERARY

Monday, July 13, 2020  – DEPARTURE USA 
Overnight flight from the USA to Amsterdam.

Tuesday, July 14, 2020  – ARRIVAL AMSTERDAM 
Transfer to or arrive in Amsterdam today. Evening welcome dinner and overnight. 

Wednesday, July 15, 2020  – AMSTERDAM 
This morning you will have your first rehearsal. Later take a cruise on Amsterdam’s 
canals. The history of Amsterdam is intimately connected with water. Its 165 canals 
were created over the centuries to stimulate trade and transport and reclaim land 
to expand the city. In the evening you will have a second rehearsal. Overnight in 
Amsterdam. 

Thursday, July 16, 2020  – AMSTERDAM 
Enjoy the morning at leisure in Amsterdam to explore the city on your own. In the early 
afternoon you will have a Dress Rehearsal followed by dinner. Perform the Evening 
Carmina Burana Gala Concert. Dinner and overnight in Amsterdam.  

Friday, July 17, 2020  – AMSTERDAM DEPARTURE 
Transfer the airport to return home or start your post tour. 

Customized pre- and/or post-festival tours can be arranged including individual 
performances for balanced ensembles. All of Perform International’s concert tours 
are fully customized to each choir and director’s unique needs. Please contact our 
experienced staff to discuss the possibilities to achieve your artistic goals.
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